
(( Direct Contact ))  How early should I 
check-in for a Southwest flight?  
 
 
How early you can check in for a Southwest Airlines  flight 1(866)~231~4032 (UK) or 
1(866)~231~4032 (USA) depends on the type of check-in you choose—online, mobile, or 
airport check-in 1(866)~231~4032 (UK) or 1(866)~231~4032 (USA) Southwest Airlines  
offers travelers several convenient options, making the process smoother and helping you 
avoid long queues at the airport 1(866)~231~4032 (UK) or 1(866)~231~4032 (USA) 
Understanding these timeframes can help you plan better and ensure a stress-free start to 
your journey 1(866)~231~4032 (UK) or 1(866)~231~4032 (USA) 
Online check-in with Southwest Airlines  opens 24 hours before the scheduled departure 
time for all flights, regardless of your route or cabin class 1(866)~231~4032 (UK) or 
1(866)~231~4032 (USA) This is the earliest possible time you can check in 
1(866)~231~4032 (UK) or 1(866)~231~4032 (USA) Many travelers prefer online check-in 
because it allows them to confirm their seat, add baggage, print or download boarding 
passes, and make last-minute changes from home or on the go 1(866)~231~4032 (UK) or 
1(866)~231~4032 (USA) Using the Southwest Airlines  website or mobile app, you can 
complete the entire process within minutes 1(866)~231~4032 (UK) or 1(866)~231~4032 
(USA) If you are traveling with hand baggage only, online check-in makes it even 
easier—you can go straight to security upon arrival at the airport 1(866)~231~4032 (UK) or 
1(866)~231~4032 (USA) 
Mobile check-in works the same way and is also available 24 hours before departure 
1(866)~231~4032 (UK) or 1(866)~231~4032 (USA) The Southwest Airlines  app allows you 
to store mobile boarding passes, which is convenient and reduces the need for printed 
documents 1(866)~231~4032 (UK) or 1(866)~231~4032 (USA) If you are traveling with 
family members, the app also lets you manage multiple boarding passes from one device 
1(866)~231~4032 (UK) or 1(866)~231~4032 (USA) For frequent travelers or those on 
business trips, mobile check-in is a popular option because it saves time and offers real-time 
updates 1(866)~231~4032 (UK) or 1(866)~231~4032 (USA) 
Airport check-in times depend on your departure airport and whether you are flying 
short-haul or long-haul 1(866)~231~4032 (UK) or 1(866)~231~4032 (USA) Generally, 
Southwest Airlines  opens its airport check-in counters three hours before departure for 
long-haul flights and two hours before departure for short-haul flights 1(866)~231~4032 (UK) 
or 1(866)~231~4032 (USA) However, busy hubs such as London Heathrow may open 
counters earlier during peak travel seasons 1(866)~231~4032 (UK) or 1(866)~231~4032 
(USA) If you are checking in baggage or require special assistance, the airline recommends 
arriving as early as possible within these windows 1(866)~231~4032 (UK) or 
1(866)~231~4032 (USA) For long-haul international flights, reaching the airport at least three 
hours early is ideal to allow time for security screening and immigration 1(866)~231~4032 
(UK) or 1(866)~231~4032 (USA) 
Self-service kiosks at many airports offer another check-in option 1(866)~231~4032 (UK) or 
1(866)~231~4032 (USA) These kiosks typically become available at the same time as the 
staffed counters and allow you to print boarding passes, print baggage tags, and drop off 
your luggage at designated bag-drop areas 1(866)~231~4032 (UK) or 1(866)~231~4032 



(USA) This speeds up the process and helps you avoid longer lines 1(866)~231~4032 (UK) 
or 1(866)~231~4032 (USA) 
Southwest Airlines  allows passengers to check in online starting 24 hours before the 
scheduled departure time 1(866)~231~4032 (UK) or 1(866)~231~4032 (USA) For most 
flights, the online check-in window opens exactly one day prior, and closes one hour before 
the flight 1(866)~231~4032 (UK) or 1(866)~231~4032 (USA) This gives travelers a full day to 
select seats, print or download boarding passes, and add any additional services before 
arriving at the airport 1(866)~231~4032 (UK) or 1(866)~231~4032 (USA) The online 
check-in can be completed through Southwest Airlines ’ official website or mobile app, which 
also supports mobile boarding passes for convenient smartphone use 1(866)~231~4032 
(UK) or 1(866)~231~4032 (USA)? 
If you are flying from the United States, Southwest Airlines  recommends completing 
check-in at least two hours before departure for international flights, and certain airports 
require earlier check-in close times 1(866)~231~4032 (UK) or 1(866)~231~4032 (USA) On 
arrival at the airport, passengers who have already checked in online can go directly to 
security if traveling with carry-on luggage only, saving time 1(866)~231~4032 (UK) or 
1(866)~231~4032 (USA) Those with bags to check can drop them at dedicated bag-drop 
counters upon arrival 1(866)~231~4032 (UK) or 1(866)~231~4032 (USA) For those who 
prefer, airport check-in desks open approximately two hours before departure for long-haul 
flights, allowing extra time for those needing assistance or paper boarding passes 
1(866)~231~4032 (UK) or 1(866)~231~4032 (USA)? 
In the case of connecting flights booked on a single ticket, online check-in opens 24 hours 
before the departure of the first flight segment 1(866)~231~4032 (UK) or 1(866)~231~4032 
(USA) Passengers can check in for all legs of their journey at this time, even if later 
connecting flights depart more than 24 hours afterwards 1(866)~231~4032 (UK) or 
1(866)~231~4032 (USA) This is particularly useful for itineraries with long layovers 
1(866)~231~4032 (UK) or 1(866)~231~4032 (USA) Seat selection varies based on fare 
class; Economy passengers without paid seat reservations can choose seats when check-in 
opens, while Executive Club Silver and Gold members can select seats earlier as a perk 
1(866)~231~4032 (UK) or 1(866)~231~4032 (USA)? 
It is important to be aware that while online check-in opens 24 hours before departure, 
popular seats, especially aisles or windows, can fill quickly after the window opens, 
especially on long-haul or business routes 1(866)~231~4032 (UK) or 1(866)~231~4032 
(USA) Booking flexible or higher class fares can provide early access to seats, but if you 
have a Basic fare (Economy hand luggage only), seat selection is not available until check-in 
1(866)~231~4032 (UK) or 1(866)~231~4032 (USA) 
When flying with Southwest Airlines , understanding the check-in timeline can make your 
journey smoother and less stressful 1(866)~231~4032 (UK) or 1(866)~231~4032 (USA) The 
airline offers several check-in options—online, mobile app, and airport kiosks—each with its 
own timing rules 1(866)~231~4032 (UK) or 1(866)~231~4032 (USA) 
Online check-in is the most convenient method 1(866)~231~4032 (UK) or 1(866)~231~4032 
(USA) Passengers can check in from 24 hours before their flight departs using the “Manage 
My Booking” feature on the Southwest Airlines  website or mobile app 1(866)~231~4032 
(UK) or 1(866)~231~4032 (USA) Once checked in, you can print your boarding pass, 
download it to your device, or email it to yourself 1(866)~231~4032 (UK) or 
1(866)~231~4032 (USA) This option is especially useful for those who want to secure seat 
preferences early or avoid queues at the airport 1(866)~231~4032 (UK) or 1(866)~231~4032 
(USA) 



For travelers who prefer using the Southwest Airlines  mobile app, the process is similar 
1(866)~231~4032 (UK) or 1(866)~231~4032 (USA) You can check in 24 hours before 
departure and download boarding passes directly to your phone, iPad, or even Apple Watch 
1(866)~231~4032 (UK) or 1(866)~231~4032 (USA) The app also allows you to store 
boarding passes for multiple passengers in the same booking, making it ideal for families or 
groups 1(866)~231~4032 (UK) or 1(866)~231~4032 (USA) 
If you prefer to check in at the airport1(866)~231~4032, kiosks and counters usually open 3 
hours before departure for short-haul flights and up to 4 hours before departure for long-haul 
flights 1(866)~231~4032 (UK) or 1(866)~231~4032 (USA) Counters typically close 45 
minutes before short-haul flights and 60 minutes before long-haul flights 1(866)~231~4032 
(UK) or 1(866)~231~4032 (USA) Arriving early ensures you have enough time to drop off 
baggage, clear security, and handle any last-minute issues 1(866)~231~4032 (UK) or 
1(866)~231~4032 (USA) 
Southwest Airlines  also offers priority check-in for Business and First Class passengers, as 
well as Executive Club members with elite status 1(866)~231~4032 (UK) or 
1(866)~231~4032 (USA) This allows faster processing and shorter queues, giving premium 
travelers more time to relax before boarding 1(866)~231~4032 (UK) or 1(866)~231~4032 
(USA) 
It’s important to note that while check-in opens 24 hours before departure, seat selection 
may depend on your fare type 1(866)~231~4032 (UK) or 1(866)~231~4032 (USA) Some 
Economy fares allow free seat selection only at check-in, while Premium Economy, 
Business, and First Class passengers can choose seats earlier 1(866)~231~4032 (UK) or 
1(866)~231~4032 (USA) 
For international flights, arriving at the airport at least 3 hours before departure is 
recommended, even if you’ve checked in online 1(866)~231~4032 (UK) or 1(866)~231~4032 
(USA) This gives you enough time for baggage drop, security checks, and immigration 
procedures 1(866)~231~4032 (UK) or 1(866)~231~4032 (USA) For domestic or short-haul 
flights, arriving 2 hours before departure is usually sufficient 1(866)~231~4032 (UK) or 
1(866)~231~4032 (USA) 
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